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al salaam aalaykum,

| want to express my deep joy and gratitude to all of you who has been involved in the
planning and building of this Baptism Center. Thisis an historic day that we have all dreamed
of, talked about, and planned for years. | congratulate my dear friend, King Abdullah Il bin Al
Hussein, and also my dear friend, Prince Ghazi Bin Mohammed, for their vision for this site,
and for King Abdullah's generosity in making the site possible.

The opening of this authentic site where Jesus (Peace be upon him) was baptized, will be a
place of Peace. It is my prayer that all who visit will have a deeper understanding of who
Jesusis, what God sent him to do, and will experience the compassion and mercy of God in
this place.

Although | cannot be with you today, my heart iswith you, and | thank all of the world
leaders who have graced this site with their presence as we celebrate today. Just as His
Holiness Pope Benedict XV intendsto visit the site this May, | also intend to make a
pilgrimage to this site in 2010, during my next visit to several Middle Eastern nations.

May God bless all of you this day.

Rick Warren
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